[bookmark: _g3baieonj6bs]Video 3: Gender & intimate relationships
A video scenario with 2 vignettes/topics: TEACHER is again teaching sexuality education class with a blackboard/whiteboard. Sex-Science-Mātauranga and akoranga hōkakatanga (sex education) is written at the top of the blackboard. TEACHER covers 1 topics with some lively STUDENT interaction. 
TEACHER: Ok class. Today we’re going to talk about relationships. [Groan from class and rolling eyes]. Ok ok. Settle down. [Laughing]. Tell me what a healthy relationship is?
STUDENT 1 (LUKE): Eating vegetables together (laughing).
STUDENT 2: Tandem jogging (split second to people in 80s power-walking, Kath n Kim). (laughing).
TEACHER: Ahhh, that is a good to be mindful of your physical health, and great to have shared interests with your partner, but there is much more than that.
STUDENT 4 (MIRIAMA): Talking to them about stuff. Asking about how their day was. Caring about them.
STUDENT 1 (LUKE): A healthy relationship is one where you feel safe to share your feelings. Where the person respects you, with manaaki, awhi, and tautoko. But also tells you when you’re being an egg.
STUDENT 3 (PERI): Asking them if they would like a cup of tea and making tea together. (laughing) (cuts to consent and cup of tea clip).
TEACHER: Very funny! And yes, sexual consent is important in relationships. In fact, making decisions together is important in relationships. Sometimes people get into a relationship where one person is making all the decisions, and the other person just goes along with them because they feel like they can’t disagree. This makes it easier for the person who isn’t making decisions to be doing things that don’t match with their values or how they want to live their lives. This can be quite an unhappy or sad place to be in.
[Student starts snoring]
TEACHER: Who is that? 
[Students giggle, someone nudges them and they wake up with a big snort]
TEACHER: Hopefully everyone is awake to hear this. You never know if this might happen to you. Sometimes in a relationship one person threatens or intimidates someone into making things go the way they want to. For instance they might hit their partner if they don’t do what they are told. This kind of a relationship is abusive and undermines the mana of both people, often making them both feel stink about themselves.
STUDENT 2: Yeah, understanding our relationship tikanga can help us identify if someone isn’t treating their partner very well! I know someone who was in a relationship like that. It started off alright, but then they started getting forced to have sex with them and getting hit when they weren’t getting what they want.
[Close up on NARRATOR’s face as he speaks into the camera]. Do you know anyone who is in this kind of a relationship? If you do, here are some resources and services to share with them- in case they feel they need help to make sense of what is happening for them, or would like help to get out of a relationship that does not feel good to them, or is frightening them.
Think about how you might check in with a friend about whether a relationship is good for them or not, and where you might go to access support for them. Think about how you might check in with yourself about whether a relationship is good for you or not, and how you might access support.
STUDENT 4 (MIRIAMA): How come this happens to women more than it happens to men?
TEACHER: Ah. It’s hard to say because a lot of people – women and men don’t report relationship violence. So we often under-estimate how much this happens, to women and men. Just know that it happens to many men also.
TEACHER: One possible reason for our women being treated so poorly is that colonization of our people destroyed our collective ways of living, and the community protections that were in place. For example, any maltreatment or violence was taken seriously within a community and the balance was restored through utu. Kind of like payment for the harm caused. In some hapū/family communities, marae hui/gatherings were held to decide what would happen to the person who caused harm. Steps were also taken to restore the mana of the person who had been harmed.
This way, women were cared for, nurtured, and protected by the whole community. These days, our women (and girls) are often isolated into small households with just one partner.
STUDENT 4 (MIRIAMA): I reckon that’s how my whānau are now eh. Some of my nannies are protective as.
STUDENT 1 (LUKE) well I’m kind of protective too. I don’t wanna brag but mum got a dubious call from someone claiming to be working for microsoft saying we had a virus. Mum told me and I told her that or computer was fully vaccinated and to hang up.
TEACHER: Ok then. I think you might be confusing a computer virus for corona virus there Luke but we will talk about that in our next class. That was a very good point Miriama. Some whānau have kept up those tikanga and are inspirational for other whānau who haven’t.
But there are many of us who have lost these ways, and a more Western-European way of looking at gender is at play in relationships. For example, women are treated as if they are less than men, and should do as they are told by men, but are still expected to be the givers, nurturers and caretakers.
Men on the other hand are expected to be breadwinners, always in control of situations, always making the important decisions and to not show any vulnerability.
STUDENT 2: [Visibly confused and whispers to his classmate next to him] What does she mean by bread winners ive never been in a contest where the prize is bread?
STUDENT 3: You egg it just means that men are expected to go out to work and make money to pay for the bills and the shopping.
TEACHER: Yes that’s right Peri. That creates its own challenges for men, but it also creates situations where men have been shown by their role models (e.g. fathers and uncles) how to be more domineering over women, and women have been role modelled about how to be more agreeable to men. It can make it difficult to see when relationships are imbalanced because this dynamic is often romanticised and is thought to be ‘normal’ [teacher does inverted comma action].
STUDENT 1 (LUKE): Like on the movie 50 shades of Grey? Where he whips her and stuff? Not that I’ve seen it or anything it’s R18.. my uncle’s mate’s auntie gave me a quick rundown of the plot.
TEACHER: 50 shades of grey is an example. But there are lots of other examples on tv of relationships where men show more subtle examples of power over women. Like making jokes about women needing to dress or look a certain way, or about the way their bodies are.
STUDENT 2: 'Bingo! i know exactly what you’rE talking about. my dentist was discriminating on my teeth saying I need to get fillings. But maybe I like my teeth having holes?
Teacher: No no, that’s not at all what I’m talking about. You should get those fillings asap. Maybe cut down on the soda as well unless you’re wanting to tan those teeth.
[Close up on NARRATOR’s face as he speaks into the camera]. What examples do you see on TV where men are more in control in a relationship than women? [Add link to Terry Dobbs’ work on intimate relationships.]
How you think men and women should be in relationships?
Think about how your ideas of being a man or woman in a relationship shapes your ideals, values and behaviour.
See the Mana Wahine Treaty Claim for more information about Māori, colonisation, and gender.
